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CsBsar weie to be divided Domitius Ahenobarbus, Lentulus Spmther, and Scipio were unable to determine which of them was to succeed Caesar as Ponti-fex Maximus, and which was to have his palace and gardens in Rome The Roman oligarchy were true to their character to the eve of their ruin It was they, with their idle luxury, their hunger for lands and office and preferment, who had bi ought all this misery upon their country , and standing, as it were, at the very bar of judgment, with the sentence of destruction about to be pronounced upon them, their thoughts were still bent upon hovr to secure the largest share of plunder for themselves
The battle of Pharsalia was not the most severe, still less was it the last, action of the war But it acquired a special place in history, because it was a battle fought by the Roman aristociacy in their own persons in defence of their own supremacy Senators and the sons of senators, the heirs of the names and fortunes of the ancient Roman families, the leaders of society in Roman saloons, and the chiefs of the political paity of the Optimates m the Curia and Forum, were here present on the field, representatives in person and in pimciple of the tiaditions of Sylla, brought face to face with the representative of Maims Here were the men who had pursued Caesar through so many years with a hate so inveterate Here were the haughty Patrician Guard, who had drawn their swoids on him in the Senate-house, young lords whose theoiy of life was to lounge through it in patrician insouciance The other great actions were fought by the ignoble multitude whose deaths were of less significance The plains of Phar-salia were watered by the precious blood of the elect